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Corinne Fenton has a gift for 
reproducing real historical events. 
She uses her animal characters 
as centrepieces in her stories and 
builds exciting adventures around 
them. It’s a clever construction 
that aids retention of the historical 
facts. Her use of language is careful 
and considered with her repetition 
of sounds lifting and falling in 
rhythm when read.

— Kid’s Book Review

A Cat Called Trim is the perfect 
balance of narrative and fact, 
celebrating a cat who valued 
loyalty, friendship and above all, 
the pursuit of adventure.

— Leanne Hall



Trim was a cat born for adventure. His life began 
somewhere in the southern Indian Ocean on a sailing 
ship called Resilience. 

Trim sailed with Matthew Flinders on his voyages to map the 
coastline of Australia and beyond. On the high seas, danger was 
always close, but Trim loved sailing into unknown tomorrows. 
When ‘Away up aloft’ was called, he would streak up the rigging, 
reaching the top before any sailor.

This beautifully illustrated picture book tracks the story of 
Trim — a fearless feline and steady sailor who stayed the course 
with his ship’s Captain and proved loyal to those he called 
friend.

Corinne Fenton’s magical and heartwarming tale interweaves 
with the evocative illustrations from Craig Smith that invite the 
reader to linger over each page. 

A Cat Called Trim is a great book to make history come alive 
for young readers. 
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This cover image is available for 
download from Corinne Fenton’s 
website.

A Cat Called Trim
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Corinne Fenton is a writer with a passion for 
picture books that warm the heart. It’s interesting 
that  — to date — each of her picture books have 
featured an animal hero…

‘I can’t explain it,’ says Corinne. ‘It isn’t something 
that I consciously set out to do, yet… there it is!’

For those who know Corinne, her affinity with 
animal characters is no random choice. Corinne 
has rescued so many strays over the years that 
she now never leaves the house without a pet 
lead.

‘I can’t tell you how many times I’ve rescued 
a stranded animal,’ says Corinne. ‘It’s become 
something of a joke with my friends.’

Corinne’s classic picture book, Queenie: One 
Elephant’s Story, illustrated by Peter Gouldthorpe, 
was an Honour Book in the 2007 CBCA Book 
of the Year Awards and was launched with 
great aplomb by Australian polymath, Barry 
Jones. Since then she has gone on to bring many 
memorable characters to young readers, such as 
The Dog on the Tuckerbox, Bob the Railway Dog, and 
Little Dog and the Christmas Wish.

When Corinne is not wearing her author hat, she 
has spent time as the Assistant Regional Advisor 
for the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators in Australia and as a judge for the 
Dorothea Mackellar poetry competition. But it’s 
writing that is her passion.

‘I can spend weeks — even months — getting 
just the right word,’ says Corinne. ‘I know I drive 
my editors mad. I love research, and it’s been 
suggested more than once that I could probably 
be a private detective if I wanted a change of 
career. While I love the writing and research, in 
the end it is the feedback from my young readers 
that makes it all worthwhile.’
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