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Concepts of friendship, kindness 
and inclusion are becoming more 
important in our increasingly 
angry world. These picture books 
for the young offer a range of ways 
that we can look at improving their 
understanding of these concepts as 
they grow up. 

— Child Magazine

A wonderful tale about kindness 
and friendship, full of atmosphere 
and a perfect wintry setting.

— Read It, Daddy!



Scruffle-Nut is the story about being alone, even when you 
are surrounded by other people. It’s about being different 
and finding how that one connection — be it with a 

person or animal — can melt away the loneliness like late winter 
snow...

An elderly woman visits the park every day to remember her 
childhood; the walks in the park with Nanny Clementine, the 
carousels, swings  and statues, and the older girls who would 
poke fun at her. Most of all, she reminisced about Scruffle-Nut 
— the  little squirrel with the stumpy tail.

The limited colour palette used by the illustrator — Owen 
Swan — evokes the the early 20th century period in a beautifully 
understated way. The elegant prose of Corinne Fenton leads the 
young reader through the tumble of winter leaves and wisp of 
memories that wrap around the protagonist and takes her back 
to the time of her childhood.

Fenton and Swan — co-creators of My Friend Tertius — have 
teamed up again to create another beautiful book for readers of 
all ages.books with heart

www.corinnefenton.com

This cover image is available for 
download from Corinne Fenton’s 
website.

Scruffle-Nut
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Corinne Fenton is a writer with a passion for 
picture books that warm the heart. It’s interesting 
that  — to date — each of her picture books have 
featured an animal hero…

‘I can’t explain it,’ says Corinne. ‘It isn’t something 
that I consciously set out to do, yet… there it is!’

For those who know Corinne, her affinity with 
animal characters is no random choice. Corinne 
has rescued so many strays over the years that 
she now never leaves the house without a pet 
lead.

‘I can’t tell you how many times I’ve rescued 
a stranded animal,’ says Corinne. ‘It’s become 
something of a joke with my friends.’

Corinne’s classic picture book, Queenie: One 
Elephant’s Story, illustrated by Peter Gouldthorpe, 
was an Honour Book in the 2007 CBCA Book 
of the Year Awards and was launched with 
great aplomb by Australian polymath, Barry 
Jones. Since then she has gone on to bring many 
memorable characters to young readers, such as 
The Dog on the Tuckerbox, Bob the Railway Dog, and 
Little Dog and the Christmas Wish.

When Corinne is not wearing her author hat, she 
has spent time as the Assistant Regional Advisor 
for the Society of Children’s Book Writers and 
Illustrators in Australia and as a judge for the 
Dorothea Mackellar poetry competition. But it’s 
writing that is her passion.

‘I can spend weeks — even months — getting 
just the right word,’ says Corinne. ‘I know I drive 
my editors mad. I love research, and it’s been 
suggested more than once that I could probably 
be a private detective if I wanted a change of 
career. While I love the writing and research, in 
the end it is the feedback from my young readers 
that makes it all worthwhile.’
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