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A.S Patrić
A.S Patrić is a bayside bookseller and teacher of creative writing.  
His debut novel Black Rock White City won the 2016 Miles
Franklin Award. His second novel Atlantic Black was published in
November 2017 to critical acclaim. He is also the author of two
short story collections: Las Vegas for Vegans and The Rattler &
other stories. A new collection, The Butcherbird Stories, will be
published by Transit Lounge later this year. 
aspatricink.blogspot.com.au/

Adam Wallace 
Adam Wallace is an author and cartoonist who loves writing. He
has a passion to bring excitement, energy, humour and joy to
children of all ages. Adam is a New York Times bestselling author
with over 30 books published. His book, How to Catch the Easter
Bunny was even read at the White House! 
adam-wallace-books.com/

Alison Goodman 
Alison Goodman’s latest novel is Lady Helen and the Dark Days
Pact, the second book in the Lady Helen trilogy – an award
winning mix of Regency adventure and dark fantasy. She also
authors five other novels including EON and EONA, a New York
Times bestselling fantasy duology that has been published in 20
countries. Alison’s novels have won three Aurealis awards, been
shortlisted for a number of Premier’s awards, and been listed as
both CBCA Notable Books and ALA Best Books. She is currently
preparing the third novel in The Lady Helen series (due out 20
November 2018), and embarking on a PhD on the Regency era.   
www.darkdaysclub.com 
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Anne Buist 
Anne Buist is the Chair of Women’s Mental Health at the
University of Melbourne with over 25 years clinical and research
experience in perinatal psychiatry. Her medicolegal work includes
cases of infanticide, murder and kidnapping. She works with
Protective Services and the Children’s Court in parenting
assessments in cases of abuse and with mentally ill parents. The
latter has informed her latest fiction, This I Would Kill For, third in
the Natalie King series.  
annebuist.com/

Catherine Deveny 
Catherine Deveny has been a comedian, writer and professional
speaker for 25 years. She’s the author of eight books, her ninth
will be published this year and a memoir is in the works.
Catherine has published over 1000 columnist pieces in The Age
and is an ABC regular. She has appeared on Q&A, has performed
in the Melbourne International Comedy Festival and has been
named in the Top 100 Most Influential Melburnians. She founded
the Gunnas Writing Masterclass and has run 200 classes in a four
years, helping over 3000 people find the motivation to write.  
catherinedeveny.com/
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Anna George 
Anna George has worked in the legal, film and television
industries. Her first novel, What Came Before, was shortlisted for
the 2015 Ned Kelly and Sisters in Crime Best Debut Fiction
awards. Anna’s second book, The Lone Child, is set at Flinders on
the Mornington Peninsula, and is about parenting, class and
judgement. Both books have been critically acclaimed and sold
overseas. 
www.facebook.com/Anna-George-297768810376242/

Cecila Morris  
Cecilia Morris studied at Monash University and the Caufield
Institute of Technology (CIT). She holds a B.A. degree and has
taught Creative Writing, and Awareness and Change at CIT. Her
poetry ranges from 'social commentary and satire to ironical
glances at domestic life and personal experience.' 
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Claire Saxby  
Claire Saxby writes fiction, non-fiction and poetry for children.
She finds inspiration all around her. Her latest books include
‘Koala’ (ill. Julie Vivas. Shortlisted CBCA Awards 2018), ‘Bird to
Bird’ (ill. Wayne Harris) and ‘Dingo’ (ill. Tannya Harricks). Claire
also reviews books at aussiereviews.com.au, and works part-
time as a bookseller.  
clairesaxby.wordpress.com/
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Claire Halliday 
Claire Halliday's career as a full-time writer has spanned more
than 20 years. Studying screenwriting and professional writing at
RMIT laid the foundation for her career. She has approx. 1500
articles published in a variety of publications, including: The
Sunday Age, Australian Women’s Weekly and Marie Claire. She
has ghostwritten for others and authored five non-fiction books.
Her latest two; Things My Mother Taught Me & Things My Father
Taught Me, are collected interviews with Australian identities
sharing stories about their relationships with their parents. 
clairehalliday.com.au/

Eleni Hale 
Eleni Hale's debut, Stone Girl, has just been published by
Penguin (May 2018). In her previous working life she was a
reporter at the Herald Sun and a senior communications strategist
for the union movement. She has received three Varuna awards,
lives in Melbourne and is now working on her second novel.  
elenihale.com

Corinne Fenton 
Corinne Fenton has a reputation for writing beautiful picture-book
histories of animals whose lives have become legendary. Her
award-winning books include: Queenie One Elephant's Story, The
Dog on the Tuckerbox and Bob the Railway Dog. Her titles Little
Dog and the Christmas Wish & One Christmas Eve, were chosen
as Myer Christmas Windows themes. My Friend Tertius was
named a Notable Book the 2018 CBCA Book of the Year Awards. 
corinnefenton.com
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Gabrielle Wang 
Gabrielle Wang is a children’s author and illustrator whose books
are a blend of Chinese and Western culture with a touch of
fantasy. She has published sixteen novels with Penguin Books
Australia and a picture book. She has twice won the Aurealis
Award for Best Children’s Long Fiction and her novels have been
named Notables in the Children’s Book Council of Australia
Awards. Gabrielle is also author of two of the very popular Our
Australian Girl series, Poppy and Pearlie.  
gabriellewang.com 
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Ella Carey 
Ella Carey is the international bestselling author of four novels
published in the US - Paris Time Capsule, The House by the
Lake, From a Paris Balcony and Secret Shores. The books are
published in twelve countries, and Secret Shores has been
shortlisted for an ARRA award in 2018. Ella's fifth novel, The
Things We Don't Say, is set for release in the UK, Australia and
the US on July 1st, 2018. Ella is working hard on her sixth novel.  
ellacarey.com

Gordon Lindsay 
Gordon Lindsay has the unlikely career combination of principal
of an engineering business, corporate consultant, script writer
and performer. Gordon’s writing credits include two film
treatments, numerous corporate entertainments, poems, videos,
product launches, and speeches. He performs some of his
material and has over 40 years experience as an actor, presenter
and voice-over artist.  Gordon was a finalist in the Poetry Idol
competition at the 2007 Melbourne Writers Festival. 

George Ivanoff
George Ivanoff is a Melbourne author who’s written more than
100 books for kids and teens. These include the Gamers trilogy,
the interactive You Choose series, the RFDS Adventures, and his
latest series, OTHER WORLDS; as well as lots of school readers
and educational books. George drinks too much coffee, eats too
much chocolate and watches too much Doctor Who. He has one
wife, two children and an uncontrollable imagination. 
georgeivanoff.com.au/
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Jane Sullivan 
Jane Sullivan is a Melbourne writer specialising in literary
journalism. Her column Turning Pages, about books and writing,
runs in the Saturday Age. Her latest novel, Little People (Scribe),
was shortlisted for the CAL Scribe Fiction Award and Britain’s
Encore Award for best second novel.  
janesullivan.com.au 
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Heather Morris 
Heather Morris is a New Zealand native writer, now resident in
Australia. For several years, she studied and wrote screenplays,
one of which was optioned by an Academy Award-winning
screenwriter in the US. When she met Holocaust survivor Lale
Sokolov, both their lives changed forever. Heather originally wrote
Lale’s story as a screenplay, before reshaping it into her debut
novel, The Tattooist of Auschwitz.   
heathermorris.com.au

Lawrence Mooney 
Lawrence Mooney is best known as the host of his own hilarious
show, Dirty Laundry Live, on ABC TV. This edgy, irreverent,
comedy panel show has become a cult favourite. He is familiar to
ABC1 audiences through his brutal honesty and sage advice on
the Agony series as well as featuring on It’s a Date. Lawrence
also co wrote episodes of It’s a Date for the first and second
series. 
lawrencemooney.com

Kieran Carroll 
Kieran Carroll is a playwright from Melbourne, Australia and has
produced twenty-one plays in Australia, America and England.
Recent productions include the highly successful Sons of Sun
(The Sydney Opera House Studio, November 2014, 2015 and
2017) and In The Mens (La Mama Courthouse, Melbourne, April
2017. His biographical play about the Australian tennis champion,
John Newcombe, will debut in January 2019 at The Butterfly
Club, Melbourne. 
kierancarroll.com/

http://janesullivan.com.au/
https://www.heathermorris.com.au/
http://www.lawrencemooney.com/
http://kierancarroll.com/


Lee Kofman 
Lee Kofman is an author of four books, including the memoir The
Dangerous Bride, and co-editor of Rebellious Daughters. Her
short works have been widely published in Australia, UK,
Scotland, Israel, Canada and US, including in Best Australian
Stories and Best Australian Essays. Lee’s writing received
numerous awards, and her blog was a finalist at Best Australian
Blogs 2014. Her next two books will be out with Affirm Press and
Ventura Press.  
leekofman.com.au 
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Leah Kaminsky 
Leah Kaminsky, is a physician and award-winning writer. Her
debut novel The Waiting Room won the prestigious Voss Literary
Prize (Vintage Australia 2015, Harper Perennial US 2016). We’re
all Going to Die has been described as ‘a joyful book about death’
(Harper Collins, 2016). She edited Writer MD (Knopf US, starred
on Booklist) and co-authored Cracking the Code (Vintage 2015).
Stitching Things Together was a finalist in the Anne Elder Award.
She holds an MFA from Vermont College of Fine Arts. 
leahkaminsky.com

Mal Walden 
Mal Walden was 17 years of age when he applied for his first job
in media and found himself in the blocks of an amazing race to be
first with breaking news. At age 70, he gracefully crossed the
finishing line to be recognised as the longest serving newsman on
Australian television. He is a beloved Australian icon and author of
The News Man, Good News and has another book in the works to
be released later in 2018."  
twitter.com/malwalden10

Leigh Redhead 
Leigh Redhead, is an Australian mystery writer. She is best known
as the creator of the character Simone Kirsch, a stripper who
leaves the sex industry to become a private investigator. 
leighredhead.com
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Martin Playne
Martin Playne has had a career as a research scientist with
CSIRO. His first book, Two Squatters, is a biography of two men
from very different backgrounds. Martin is currently writing a book
on the great will forgeries in London in 1844, and has followed
the lives and families of those involved in the crimes, and their
lives in Australia. He is one of the editors of Ancestor, the
quarterly magazine of the Genealogical Society of Victoria. 
martinplayne.com.au/ 
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Mark Zocchi 
Mark Zocchi, founding director of Brolga Publishing, has been in
the book trade since 1978. His career includes managing
independent bookstores, National Marketing Manager of a 200-
store book chain, and consulting to high profile authors, publishers
and retail book chains. Mark is committed to continuing the
success and growth of Brolga Publishing and its authors. 
brolgapublishing.com.au

Rochelle Jackson 
Rochelle Jackson is an investigative journalist/TV producer who
has worked in Australia’s electronic media all her life. She
specialises in crime/police stories and wrote In Your Face – the
life and times of Billy “The Texan” Longley". Rochelle published
Inside their Minds – Australian Criminals in 2008. Her third book,
Partners and Crime, was published in 2012. She’s currently
working on her fourth book and been working as a producer with
the Seven Network’s “Murder Uncovered” doco series. 
rochellejackson.com.au/

Richard Holt 
Richard Holt is a visual artist and a writer of short and micro-
fiction. His debut collection, What You Might Find, has just been
released by Spineless Wonders. 
bigstorysmall.com
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Sofie Langua 
Sofie Laguna began her writing career as an author for children,
and has written over twenty books for young people. Her book
The Eye of the Sheep won the 2015 Miles Franklin Award. In
2017, Sofie released her third novel for adults, The Choke. It has
thus far been shortlisted for the Victorian Premier Literary
Awards, shortlisted for the ABIA Award, and won best novel for
the 2018 Indie Awards.  
sofielaguna.com/ 
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Sally Hepworth 
Sally Hepworth is the bestselling author of The Secrets of
Midwives (2015), The Things We Keep (2016) and The Mother's
Promise (2017), and the newly released The Family Next Door
(2018). Sally's books have been labelled “enchanting” by The
Herald Sun, “smart and engaging” by Publisher’s Weekly, and
"women's fiction at its finest" by New York Times bestselling
authors Liane Moriarty and Emily Giffin. 
sallyhepworthauthor.com/

Stuart Kells
Stuart Kells is a Melbourne-based author. His history of Penguin
Books, Penguin and the Lane Brothers, won the Ashurst
Australian Business Literature Prize. 
stuartkells.com/

Sian Prior 
Sian Prior is a writer, broadcaster and writing teacher. She presents
programs on ABC Radio and writes regular columns and reviews for
The Age and the Sydney Morning Herald. Sian teaches at Writers
Victoria and in RMIT’s Professional Writing and Editing course with a
PhD in Creative Writing at RMIT. Her essays have been published in
Meanjin and her first book Shy: a memoir debuted in 2014.
sianprior.com
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Vikki Petraitis
Vikki Petraitis is the best-selling author of 14 true crime books
including The Phillip Island Murder, and The Frankston Murders
about serial killer Paul Denyer. Her latest book, Once a Copper,
details the life and times of legendary cop, Brian 'The Skull'
Murphy. Vikki is currently undertaking a PhD in Creative Writing. 
www.facebook.com/vikki.petraitis.author/ 
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Toni Jordan
Toni Jordan has worked as a research assistant, molecular
biologist, quality control chemist, door-to-door aluminium siding
saleswoman, marketing manager, shop assistant and copywriter 
Her debut novel, the international best-seller Addition, has won
best debut fiction in the 2008 Indie awards and been optioned for
film. For almost two years she has had a weekly column in The
Age, lectured at RMIT since 2007, given keynote speeches and
workshops,  
tonijordan.com/
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